
 

Factsheet: Liberated Ethnic Studies in California 
 
California state law and guidance regarding K-12 ethnic studies 
AB101, the bill to create an ethnic studies high school gradua�on requirement, states that:  
• Ethnic studies, “curriculum, instruction, and instructional materials” must: 

o Be appropriate for use with pupils of all races, religions, nationalities, genders, sexual 
orientations, and diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds, pupils with disabilities, and English 
learners. 

o Not reflect or promote, directly or indirectly, any bias, bigotry, or discrimination against any 
person or group of persons on the basis of any category protected by Section 220. 

 
• "it is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies not use the portions of the draft 

model curriculum that were not adopted by the Instructional Quality Commission due to concerns 
related to bias, bigotry, and discrimination." 

 
The Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC), approved by the State Board of Educa�on, states that: 
• In K–12 education it is imperative that students are exposed to multiple perspectives and taught to 

think critically and form their own opinions. 
• Curriculum, resources, and materials should include a balance of topics, authors, and concepts, 

including primary and secondary sources that represent multiple, and sometimes distinctive, points 
of view or perspectives. 

• Students should actively seek to understand, analyze, and articulate multiple points of view, 
perspectives, and cultures. 

• The instruction, material, or discussion must be appropriate to the age and maturity level of the 
students and be a fair, balanced, and humanizing academic presentation of various points of view 
consistent with accepted standards of professional responsibility, rather than advocacy, personal 
opinion, bias, or partisanship.1 

 
California Atorney General Rob Bonta provided guidance to school districts, which states that: 
• School districts and their governing boards should take steps to ensure that any locally-developed 

curricula and materials purchased from third parties are consistent with the provisions of the 
Education Code to avoid the costs associated with having to redesign a compliant course. They must 
take care that in presenting diverse perspectives they do not end up discriminating against other 
groups or communities. 

• Due to the unfortunate recent rise in antisemitism and Islamophobia, educators must be attentive to 
the discrimination these communities are facing. While criticism of any country’s policies is 
permissible, care must be taken not to blame any racial, ethnic, or religious group for the actions of a 
government and schools must always strive to present factual and unbiased information whether 
discussing communities or countries. 

• Ethnic studies… requires diligence and care in presenting the cultures of different peoples and the 
teaching of sometimes controversial or divisive subjects. Such subjects should not be avoided, but 
approached in a balanced and sensitive manner to ensure that all students “‘see’ themselves in the 
fabric of our state.” 

 
1 This guidance also reflects common local school district policy regarding how to teach controversial issues. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB101
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/documents/esmcchapter1.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Legal%20Alert%20Re%20Inclusive%20Curricula.1.9.24.1157CLEAN.pdf


 

What is Liberated Ethnic Studies (LES)? 
• A coali�on/fac�on of educa�on-focused organiza�ons and ac�vists within the field of ethnic studies. 

Those ac�ve in California include the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consor�um, 
Coali�on for Liberated Ethnic Studies, UC Ethnic Studies Faculty Council, CSU Council on Ethnic 
Studies, Xicanx Ins�tute for Teaching & Organizing, Associa�on of Raza Educators, Na�onal 
Associa�on for Mul�cultural Educa�on, Acosta Educa�onal Partnership, Community Responsive 
Educa�on, Arab Resource & Organizing Center, and the Teach Pales�ne Project.  

 
Examples of how the Liberated Ethnic Studies (LES) approach to Jews, an�semi�sm, and Israel does 
not align with the above laws and State Board of Educa�on guidance 
• CLES launched a campaign opposing the California an�-discrimina�on policies listed above.  

 
• The Coali�on for Liberated Ethnic Studies posted imagery on social media celebra�ng the horrific 

massacre of Jews on October 7th as a “victory.” 
 

• LES leaders have repeatedly stated that “Pales�ne and Arab 
American Studies” are central to ethnic studies, but that including 
Jewish American Studies is, “arguably racist.” This means that by 
design, LES covers the Israeli-Pales�nian conflict and other issues in 
a way that ac�vely silences Jewish perspec�ves. Among the voices 
LES refuses to include are Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews who fled or 
immigrated from the same exact region as Arab Americans. 
o Jewish American Studies is included in the ESMC and the 

California Regional Ethnic Studies Collabora�ve, as well as in 
Ronald Tataki’s A Different Mirror and James A. Banks’ Teaching 
Strategies for Ethnic Studies. This shows that ethnic studies 
courses can certainly include Jews. 

o The U.S. Na�onal Strategy to Counter An�semi�sm calls for 
increased educa�on about an�semi�sm and Jewish Americans 
in K-12 schools, including in ethnic studies courses.  

 
• LES has contributed to and/or promoted biased ethnic studies courses in mul�ple school districts. 

o Jefferson Union HSD (JUHSD) approved an ethnic studies course developed in partnership with a 
consul�ng company directed by an LES leader. The course compares the coloniza�on of the 
Americas and Philippines with “Zionist setler colonialism,” and promotes “An�-Zionism” as a 
posi�ve example of ac�vism and solidarity. No alterna�ve perspec�ve is offered, meaning this 
course erases 3,000 years of the Jewish people’s history, iden�ty, and connec�on to their 
ancestral home, while encouraging students to oppose Israel’s existence. 

o LES pressured Santa Ana Unified School District to ignore concerns raised by the Jewish 
community, and not revise biased content in their ethnic studies courses. Similar to JUHSD, these 
courses inaccurately frame Jews as colonizers in their ancestral home and include dehumanizing 
language about "Jewish land grabbing." One covers the tragic situa�on in Gaza while barely 
men�oning the role of Hamas, which rules the territory.  

o LES has encouraged educators to “fly under the radar” if their school administra�on does not 
support promo�ng an�-Israel bias in the classroom. 

https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/
https://ethnicstudies-coalition.org/
https://ucethnicstudies.wixsite.com/website
https://ethnicstudies.sfsu.edu/csu-council-ethnic-studies-0
https://ethnicstudies.sfsu.edu/csu-council-ethnic-studies-0
https://www.xicanxinstitute.org/
http://www.razaeducators.org/
https://www.nameorg.org/
https://www.nameorg.org/
https://www.acostaeducationalpartnership.com/
https://communityresponsive.org/
https://communityresponsive.org/
https://aroc.herokuapp.com/
https://teachpalestine.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrDeOWS7xRAcpeAEIY9oxWAio1UB-BrLnWV3DcSN9VB9NwtQ/viewform
https://ethnicstudies-coalition.org/
https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/uploads/1/6/1/9/16198322/statement_on_how_the_lesmcc_supports_districts.pdf
https://convergencemag.com/articles/fight-for-ethnic-studies-moves-to-k-12-classrooms/
https://amchainitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Open-Letter-to-the-CDE_SBE-from-Chicana_o-Latino_a-Studies-Educators-to-CDE_SBE.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/documents/esmcchapter4.pdf
https://ccsesa.org/?wpfb_dl=8238
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Mirror-History-Multicultural-America/dp/0316022365
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/teaching-strategies-for-ethnic-studies/P200000000745/9780205594276
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/teaching-strategies-for-ethnic-studies/P200000000745/9780205594276
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/U.S.-National-Strategy-to-Counter-Antisemitism.pdf
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030270&AID=461221&MID=19492
https://www.pacificatribune.com/news/ethnic-studies-classes-coming-to-juhsd-campuses/article_0659e810-4731-11ec-8f01-fb748eced74a.html
https://communityresponsive.org/about/
https://convergencemag.com/articles/fight-for-ethnic-studies-moves-to-k-12-classrooms/
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030270&AID=461221&MID=19492
https://twitter.com/LiberatedESC/status/1660860717459812352
https://voiceofoc.org/2023/05/santa-ana-school-district-struggles-with-how-to-teach-palestinian-israeli-history/
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/sausd/Board.nsf/files/CQFRGP6DCBB4/$file/(Revised%202_15)%20ES%20World%20Geography%20Outline%20-%20Google%20Docs%20(1).pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/sausd/Board.nsf/files/CR3RMD6EA4A1/$file/(Revision%202_14)%20Final%20Draft%20ES%20World%20Histories%20Course.pdf
http://www.untag-smd.ac.id/files/Perpustakaan_Digital_1/DEMOCRACY%20The%20Dark%20Side%20of%20Democracy%20Explaining%20Ethnic%20Cleansing.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210809182250/http:/www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine1.html


 

o A�er October 7th, LES distributed at “cri�cal media literacy” toolkit. This toolkit promotes the 
an�semi�c BDS movement, which seeks to end Israel's existence, is directly �ed to Hamas 
according to the New York Times, and was removed from the ESMC due to concerns about bias 
and bigotry.  

o Since October 7th, there have been mul�ple LES teach-ins encouraging educators to promote 
an�-Israel bias in their classrooms, including “How to be a badass teacher and not get fired!” 
and “Teaching Pales�ne in Liberated K-12 Ethnic Studies” (featuring mul�ple speakers with 
records of an�semi�sm). 

o The slide below appears in mul�ple LES lesson plans. This dehumanizing narra�ve erases 3,000 
years of Jewish history in Israel and promotes misinforma�on. MSNBC publicly apologized for 
airing a similar map of Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza because it is, “not factually accurate”: 

 

• LES leaders have repeatedly atacked and misrepresented the California Legisla�ve Jewish Caucus 
and mainstream Jewish organiza�ons such as the ADL and Jewish Community Rela�ons Council. One 
of the founders of the Coali�on for Liberated Ethnic Studies is on record saying that “bringing down 
Israel really will benefit everyone in the world.” 

 
• The Coali�on for Liberated Ethnic Studies (CLES) has made it a “point of unity” to oppose the 

Interna�onal Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Defini�on of An�semi�sm (the 
world’s most widely adopted defini�on). CLES also promotes misinforma�on by claiming IHRA 
“equate[s] cri�cism of Israel with an�-semi�sm,” even though it explicitly states that, “cri�cism of 
Israel similar to that leveled against any other country cannot be regarded as an�semi�c.” 

 
• CLES launched a campaign to professionally harm a Jewish ethnic studies scholar by pressuring an 

academic journal to retract a peer-reviewed ar�cle he published. Instead of responding to his 
cri�ques of LES with arguments of their own, the group is trying to silence conflic�ng perspec�ves 
and discourage other scholars from publicly challenging their ideas. Disturbingly, the ethnic studies 
faculty councils of both the UC and CSU systems signed on to this campaign.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w8MkI5YSO1alt1KxwiJobqHMRrmdXA7exU2cWr5GCAI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hpHkM9KlH5Yn3xq7nk9xfPtIkWZDblWnCKD8xt5DBx0/edit
https://www.standwithus.com/bds
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/27/world/middleeast/bds-israel-boycott-antisemitic.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/C2DMUj1vjEO/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0XHPLOPJ81/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid025TJz1vGwfhvYe9zLBSnijq3d1ir8yAER2J5aGZMSWL81cXSLipm3XiiSJRmnfm9cl&id=100064100371121&mibextid=Nif5oz&paipv=0&eav=AfZjQz_b2G57LkHA-lsEGJlYsI_LFk1jXceFDdzBplp305972oW6X_JMWHGPLj1PiI4&_rdr
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/community-voices-project/story/2023-11-04/union-tribune-community-advisory-board-member-resigns-due-to-personal-facebook-repost
https://youtu.be/bZMp83syN40?t=840
https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/chapter-four-asian-american-pacific-islander-studies.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ugYCxCeZ5k&ab_channel=RJBrodsky
https://amchainitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Open-Letter-to-the-CDE_SBE-from-Chicana_o-Latino_a-Studies-Educators-to-CDE_SBE.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/XicanoInstituteforTeachingandOrganizing/posts/1842823499202450
https://convergencemag.com/articles/fight-for-ethnic-studies-moves-to-k-12-classrooms/
https://jewishjournal.com/news/332683/csun-prof-allegedly-calls-adl-a-white-supremacist-organization/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220129100655/http:/www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine.html
https://convergencemag.com/articles/fight-for-ethnic-studies-moves-to-k-12-classrooms/
https://youtu.be/bZMp83syN40?t=840
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-728773
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdA6DjaohMDGtUIbLQbVkF2V0GTgQRJ55Mtj5I8nhPAuwHIZA/viewform
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01419870.2023.2194947?journalCode=rers20

